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This the well-meaning Somerset did not see. For the
Devonshire rebels, in arms for their old religion, he had no
sympathy and no mercy. It was indeed some time before
he had the upper hand of them. Through the summer of
1549 the west was in a flame; 10,000 men, under Pomeroy
and Arundel, in arms; the mass everywhere celebrated;
and Exeter besieged. So urgent was the danger that a body
of German mercenaries had to be taken into the Govern-
ment service. These under Lord Grey de Wilton met the
rebels at St. Mary Clyst and Sampford Courtenay, and,
with every advantage of arms and discipline, had hard work
to overcome them. Some four thousand were killed in these
fierce combats, and at the end the leaders were hanged at
Tyburn, and so order was restored.
Somerset, so stern in the west, where German firelocks
were turned against English peasants, was in the east mild to
the point of feebleness. With the great body of rebels, who, Some*?1"
under their leaders Robert and William Ket, encamped on leniency
Mousehold Hill, outside Norwich, dominating the town,
and levying provisions from the gentry round about, he felt
some sympathy, for he had realized the evils of the en-
closures and of the bad money, and meant in time to mend
them. Hence he tried to make terms. This only encouraged
the  rebels  to remain  under arms.    Inevitably, fighting
began between them and the neighbouring gentry, and the
Council naturally turned from Somerset to a stronger man.
They ordered the Earl of Warwick (afterwards Duke of Warwick
Northumberland) to attack the rebels, which he did with rebels*8
great vigour, slaughtering a number and dispersing the rest.
With this reputation as a man of energy, Warwick turned
to overthrow Somerset.   The Protector's failures had been
many;  his rivals in the Council were jealous of him;  he
had no strong party behind him.   In 1551 he submitted to Pan of
the Council, and was sent to the Tower; pardoned for the  om
time, he was restored to his place in the Council;  but
Warwick feared him too much to leave him in peace, aixd